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Race Report Suzuka Japan August 15, 2010

The van pulled up at Suzuka early Friday morning and the drivers got out to a day of practice. An old friendship was brought back together when Yasuo Iriawan from Jakarta showed up. Following on from a strong performance in the British Kartmasters, Matt came into the weekend with an open mind. With semi high hopes, he jumped into his brand new Tony kart prepared by 12 time’s New Zealand national champion, Matthew Hamilton. The two Matt’s worked hard together trying to find the perfect setup for the kart. Engines, carbs, chassis and even tire changes were made to find the optimum speed in which Matt and the kart could excel at. Out of the 4 sessions on Friday Matt was fastest in 3 of them, until the rain came down and saw the team redraw from the rest of Fridays tests. The team returned the following day for more testing. Matt was straight out in the first session and found that another driver had just gone quicker. A local driver, who had won many races at Suzuka before had taken 2/10s off Matt, so it was back to the drawing board to find the extra tenths that would bring Matt back up to the top. Changes were made to the ride height and chassis stiffness and Matt was back on top setting the fastest time in session two. The rain came back and the team withdrew from the third session. Seeing as the rain would continue, the team decided to send Matt out for the last session. New wets were put on so they could be scrubbed so once this was completed, he was brought in and changed over to slicks. Once again, the number 4 kart was quicker than Matt but he was able to remain in second spot.
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 Race day and there was no sign of rain. Qualifying started with Matt posting quick times, he only had 2 laps in which he could set flying laps before the optimal tire performance would drop off. A few drivers posted times quicker than the previous day and Matt qualified in a strong 6th position. When the kart pulled up to the scales, Matt found that he was under the minimum weight and thus disqualified from time trials, which meant he was placed at the back of the grid for the only heat. This got him fired up, as a miscommunication between the team and the organizers led to Matt being moved from the front of the grid to the back. A less than average start from 22nd saw Matt into 15th by the second lap and making a move into 12th. There were 4 Karts abreast going into turn one, so something was bound to happen. The move didn't quite work and the driver in front of Matt was pushed around and Matt had nowhere to go. All that work was to be done all over again. Matt pushed hard for the rest of that heat and managed 15th right on the last lap but it wasn't enough. He missed the cut into the final by one place. 

He lined up on the front row of the repercharge and by the first corner we was in the lead, he swapped places throughout the race and was in 3rd then back into the lead then back into second and on the last lap. He made a move for 1st and it stuck. He got a gap and finished off the race with a convincing 1st place win. This gave him a confidence boost for the final. The top six were elevated to the main race. 

So it was back of the grid for the final, and another average start saw Matt stuck on the outside into the first corner but he made a few places back by the second turn. A crash through the chicane put Matt on the grass and into last. Another hard race was at hand and Matt drove from 34th back up into 20th but a move on the last lap into 19th saw another driver run up the back of Matt which sent him 4 places back and finished the race in 23rd. 

Overall the weekend had seen a strong performance by Matt but after the little mistake on race day, he didn’t quite recover. A huge thanks to Eiko and all the team but a very special mention to Matt Hamilton who worked hard all weekend to prepare the Kart in the best condition yet seen.
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Matt Leading Practice Times in Session 2    
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